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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION 5 
230 SOUTH DEARBORN ST. 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604 

REPLY TO THE AlTENTlON OF: 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED .. 

Harold W. Wiese 
c/o Walter Wit tenberg 
S u i t e  1800 
10 South Broadway 
St. Louis,  MO. 63102 ' .;* . .. . 

*.;.. \. 

Re:  Dead C r e e k - A r e a  G 
Sauget  , I l l i n o i s  

Dear S i r  or Madam: 

on A p r i l  14, 1987, t h e  fo l lowing  s t a t emen t  w a s  r ead  t o  you 
or your a g e n t  ove r  the te lephone:  

The U.S. Environmental P r o t e c t i o n  Agency 
(U.S. EPA) i n t e n d s  t o  expend p u b l i c  funds t o  t a k e  
a c t i o n  t o  abate a release or t h r e a t e n e d  release 
o f  hazardous subs tances ,  p o l l u t a n t s ,  and other 
contaminants  a t  t h e  Dead Creek-Area G s i t e  i n  
Sauget ,  I l l i n o i s .  T h i s  a c t i o n  is au tho r i zed  by 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, C o r n  
pensa t ion ,  and L i a b i l i t y  A c t  o f  1980 (CERCLA), a s  
amended, 42 U.S.C. 99601 e t  aeq. Under CERCLA, 
and other lawe, r e s p o n s i b z  parties may be liable 
for money expended by the government t o  t a k e  
neces sa ry  c o r r e 5 t i v e  a c t i o n  a t  the e f t @ ,  i n c l u d i n g  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  p lanning,  c leanup,  and enforcement. 
P o t e n t i a l l y  re'sponsible parties i n c l u d e  the 
c u r r e n t  owner or operator of t h e  s i t e ,  the p a s t  
owner and operator, and pe r sons  who g e n e r a t e  or 
w e r e  involved i n  t r a n s p o r t ,  t r ea tmen t ,  or d i s p o s a l  
of hazardous subs tances  a t  t h e  si te.  

Contaminants i n c l u d i n g  p o l y c h l o r i n a t e d  
b ipheny l s  (PCBS), pentachlorophenol  ( P C P ) ,  and 
octachlorodibeneo-dioxin have been found on t h e  
s i t e .  Before  the government under takes  t h e  
neces sa ry  response  a c t i o n  a t  the s i te ,  p o t e n t i a l l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r t i e s  are be ing  o f f e r e d  the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  perform v o l u n t a r i l y  t h e  r e q u i r e d  



work t o  abate endangerment from any releases or 
threat  of release of hazardous substances, 
pollutants, or  contaminants from the s i t e .  If 
private party cleanup is  not forthcoming and 
public funds are expended, potentially 
responsible par t ies  may be l iable  for 
the costs incurred by the government. 
The U.S. EPA plans t o  i n i t i a t e  an 
immediate removal action as the f i r s t  
s tep  toward mi tea t ion  of the release 
or  threat  of release of hazardous sub- 
stances a t  the s i t e .  T h i s  immediate 
removal action w i l l  include the construc- 
t ion of a fence, according t o  the following 
specifications, around t .. . the s i t e :  

..;" " 
1) The fence must be of adequate length 

t o  enclose the ent i re  s i t e .  The s i t e  
is bordered by Queeny Avenue on the 
north, Dead Creek on the east ,  Wiese 
Engineering on the west, and a ditched 
area on the south. Although the s i t e ' s  
eastern border is  already fenced, th is  
fence might require additional construc- 
t ion or  repair i n  order t o  meet some of 
the specifications l i s t ed  below. I n  re- 
gard t o  the s i t e ' s  southern border, the 
fence m u s t  be erected a t  l eas t  forty (40) 
fee t  outside the ditch that runs east-west. 

2 )  The fence m u s t  be a t  leas t  s i x  ( 6 )  feet  
high, nine ( 9 )  gauge, and chain-linked. 
Poles should be included on the top of 
the chain-link. 

3 )  Three ( 3 )  strand barbed wire should r u n  
along -the top of the fence. - 

4 ) - -  A twenty (20) foot truck gate and several 
walk-through gates, with adequate locks, 
must  a lso be provided. 

These actions are designed t o  pro- 
t e c t  the public health from a release 
or threat of release of hazardous 
substances, pollutants, or contaminants. 
Under Section 107 of CERCLA, potentially 



r e s p o n s i b l e  parties may be h e l d  respons i -  
ble f o r  a l l  or part  o f  t h e  costs i n c u r r e d  
by the U.S. EPA i n  under tak ing  t h i s  
work and o t h e r  necessary  response  o r  re- 
medial  work. P o t e n t i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r t i e s  
have t h e  op t ion ,  should they  d e c i d e  t o  
e x e r c i s e  it, o f  i n i t i a t i n g  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  
i f  t h i s  can be accomplished i n  a t ime ly  
and approp&ate qanner .  Due t o  the 
n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  endangerment, immediate 
a c t i o n  w i l l  be requi red .  P o t e n t i a l l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r t i e s  must n o t i f y  t h e  
U.S. EPA no la ter  than  A p r i l  17 ,  1987 
a t  1 1 : O O  a.m. C e n t r a l  Dayl igh t  Savings 
Time i f  t h e y  i n t e @  t o  under take  t h e  
work planned by %he U.S. EPA. I f  p o t e n t i a l l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r t i e s  f a i l  t o  n o t i f y  the U.S. 
EPA by t h e  above dead l ine ,  t h e  U.S. EPA w i l l  
beg in  t a k i n g  the necessary  a c t i o n  a t  t h e  s i t e  
i n  l i e u  o f  p r i v a t e  p a r t y  a c t i o n .  P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  
either Thomas Mintz, U.S. EPA, O f f i c e  o f  Regional 
Counsel,  230 South Dearborn S t r e e t ,  Chicago, I l l i n o i s  
60604, phone (312) 886-6600; or Sher ry  Kamke, U.S. 
EPA, Waste Management Div is ion ,  230 South Dearborn 
S t r e e t ,  Chicago, I l l i n o i s  60604, phone (312)  353-3202 
t o  prov ide  n o t i c e  or i f  you have any q u e s t i o n s .  

This  le t ter  conf i rms t h e  above oral  n o t i c e  and r e i t e r a t e s  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and r i g h t s  of  Harold W. Wiese under CERCLA. 
Pursuant  t o  Sec t ion  104 o f  CERCLA, U.S. EPA is au tho r i zed  to 
unde r t ake  response  a c t i o n s  deemed neces sa ry  to p r o t e c t  p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  or welfare o r  t h e  environment. U.S. EPA is a l s o  au tho r i zed  
t o  a l l o w  p o t e n t i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r t i e s  a n  oppor tun i ty  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  such response  a c t i o n s .  

The U.S. EPA i s  c u r r 3 n t l y  under tak ing  a n  emergency response  
a c t i o n  a t  t h e  Dead Creek-Area -G s i te  i n  Sauget ,  I l l i n o i s .  The 
U.S. EPA h a s  de t e rmined - tha t  Harold W. Wiese may be a p o t e n t i a l l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r t y  f o r  t h e  release or t h r e a t  o f  release o f  hazardous 
subs t ances ,  p o l l u t a n t s ,  or contaminants  from the si te.  

As a p o t e n t i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r t y ,  Harold W. Wiese may be 
l i a b l e  for t h e  emergency response  c o s t s  i n c u r r e d  by t h e  government 
i n  t a k i n g  c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  a t  t h e  site. The U.S. EPA w i l l  con t inue  
t o  a f f o r d  Harold W. Wiese a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  f u t u r e  
response a c t i o n s  be ing  conducted by the U.S. EPA. 



A map o f  t h e  Dead Creek-Area G s i t e  has  also be included 
f o r  your convenience. I f  you have any ques t ions  concerning 
t h i s  m a t t e r  p l e a s e  contac t :  

Thomas Mintz 
Off ice o f  Regional Counsel 
United S t a t e s  Environmental 

. . . Pro tec t ion  Agency (SCS-16) 
:230 South Dearborn S t r e e t  
'Chicago, I l l i n o i e  60604 
Phone (312 )  886-6600 

Sherry K a m k e  
. ~ h " t e  Management Divis f on 
United S t a t e s  Environmental 

P ro tec t ion  Agency 
230 South Dearborn S t r e e t  
Chicago, I l l i n o i s  60604 
Phone (312)  353-3202 

Very t r u l y  yours,  

B a s i l  G. Conetantelos,  Director 
O a e t e  Management Divieion 

Enclosure 


